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VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2022 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER - The monthly meeting of the City Council of the Village of 

Grosse Pointe Shores, a Michigan City was held on Tuesday, October 18, 2022, at the 
Municipal Building.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Mayor Kedzierski. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. ROLL CALL – Clerk Bruce Nichols 

 
Present: Mayor Thaddeus Kedzierski, Robert H. Barrette, Sandra Cavataio, John 

Dakmak, Danielle Gehlert, Donn Schroder, John T. Seago  
 
Absent:    None 
 
Also present: City Clerk Bruce Nichols 
   Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles 
   City Manager Stephen Poloni 
   City Attorney Brian Renaud 
   Public Works Director Mike Way 
   Public Safety Director Ken Werenski 
 
 

4. SETTING OF THE AGENDA - No Changes 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 REGULAR MEETING  
 
On motion by Council Member Seago, seconded by Council Member Gehlert, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the minutes were approved. 
 

6. RECEIVE AND FILE VARIOUS BOARDS, COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS MINUTES  
 
On motion by Council Member Dakmak, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the minutes were received and filed. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS - None 

 
8. PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT PROMOTION- Lt. Tony Spina was sworn in by Mayor 

Kedzierski to his new rank of Lieutenant. Lt. Spina has worked with the Grosse Pointe 
Shores Department of Public Safety for over 22 years.  During his career, Lt. Spina has 
been the recipient of three lifesaving awards, 15 unit accommodations and 10 department 
citations.  With great pleasure, Chief Werenski introduced Lt. Spina’s family to the 
audience, and then said the city is fortunate and proud to have Lt. Spina as a member of 
our Department of Public Safety. 
 

9. PUBLIC HEARING - By unanimous roll call vote, Council began the public hearing on the 
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following two proposed ordinances: 
 

A. Ordinance Amendment #276-Fences & Walls, Section 12-4  
 
On motion by Council Member Barrette, with support by Council Member Schroder, 
and carried unanimously, Ordinance No. 276, was approved amending Chapter 12 of 
the City Code of Ordinances by revising Article 1, Section 12 – 4, concerning the city’s 
construction requirements for fences and walls. 
 

B. Ordinance Amendment #277-Swimming Pools, Section 6-174   
 
On motion by Council Member Barrette, with support by Council Member Schroder, 
and carried unanimously, Ordinance No. 277, was approved by revising Article VI, 
Section 2 – 174 of the City Code of Ordinances, concerning the city’s requirements for 
the construction and location of swimming pools. 
 

10. REPORTS BY CHAIRPERSONS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS                                                                                                                           
 

A. Budget and Finance – Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles reviewed several 
disbursements related to various construction projects throughout the city.   
 

1. Approval of Bills - On motion by Council Member Schroder, seconded by Council 
Member Seago and carried unanimously, it was resolved that the bills were 
approved for payment. 
 

2. Review of Financial Statements - Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles 
presented the Financial Statements for review by Council. 

 
3. Special Assessment Notice - Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles described the 

special assessment process utilized for delinquent water bills in the city.  Rather 
than disconnect water service, the delinquent water amounts are assessed against 
the property and added to the property tax bill.  By this method, the foreclosure of 
property taxes on the parcel will also include the delinquent water bill. 

 
4. Finance Committee Chairman Report, Chair Sandra Cavataio reported the 

committee expressed regret on losing Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles.  
The Committee members understand the reasons for her job transfer.  Two 
candidates are currently being interviewed for her position as Finance 
Officer/Treasurer. 

 
B. Public Safety – Chief Kenneth Werenski reported feral cats are no longer being fed 

by a resident.  The issue appears to have been resolved. 
 

C. Public Works – Director Mike Way informed Council that the new garbage truck has 
finally arrived.  Ryan Yeager is a new employee of the Department of Public Works.  
Ryan will replace a 23 year veteran employee of the department.  Two new fire 
hydrants have been installed in the city.  Electronic Waste Disposal Day is scheduled 
for November 12, 2022 at no cost to the residents.  The Oxford Road paving project is 
anticipated to be completed by November 1st. 
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D. Parks Committee – Council Liaison Donn Schroder expressed appreciation to the 

Grosse Pointe Shores Improvement Foundation for their extensive contributions made 
for the improvement of Osius Park. 

 
E. Harbor Committee –Council Liaison John Seago reported most watercraft have been 

removed from the Marina for the season.  Contracts for Marina wells will be sent to 
current occupants in December.  He urged residents to make early application for 
wells as there are very few vacancies as launch dates approach. 

 
F. Infrastructure Report – Council Liaison Robert Barrette reported on a statewide 

shortage of concrete which has slowed road construction in the city.  In spite of the 
materials shortage, the Oxford Road project is expected to be completed by November 
1st. 
 

G. GPSIF – Council Liaison Danielle Gehlert stated that the next meeting of the Grosse 
Pointe Shores Improvement Foundation is set for November 14th.  A very successful 
event was held at the Ford House by the Foundation.  The Mayor also remarked on 
how well the event was orchestrated.  Discussion ensued regarding how fortunate our 
community is to have all the benefits which are received from the Grosse Pointe 
Shores Improvement Foundation. 

 
H. Communications Committee – Council Liaison Danielle Gehlert reported there are 

now approximately 700 Facebook page members.  Facebook has been very helpful in 
distributing information within the community.  The citywide monthly email bulletin has 
been upgraded.  Sales of advertising space in the upcoming calendar are brisk. 

 
I. Legal Report – Since the date of the last City Council Meeting, City Attorney Brian 

Renaud reported the City Attorney has been engaged in the following activities on 
behalf of the City: 
 

Consultation regarding the Open Meeting Act, review of a matter 
regarding boat slip leases, review of the pool and fence ordinances, 
review and consultation regarding the nuisance ordinance as it relates to 
feral cats, and other general administrative matters. 

 
J. Manager’s Report – City Manager Steve Poloni discussed the recent water bill and 

the response from residents.  There are some delinquent water accounts in the city.  
He explained that a water assessment placed on the property owners tax bill is a 
better option than a water shut off.  Residents are notified of the water delinquency 
and payment plans can be arranged. 
 
Seawall repairs have still not reached Grosse Pointe Shores.  There is a statewide 
cement shortage and so repairs to the seawall could be delayed.  Blacktop is now 
more expensive than cement road pavement.  Wayne County provided the city with 
1200 tons of stone for seawall backfill. 
 
Mayor Kedzierski congratulated Manager Poloni for getting Channel 12 reinstalled 
after a cable provider foul up. 
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Mr. Poloni then presented a water bill Informational flyer which was generated 
because of the multiple requests for information by residents regarding the recent 
quarterly water bills. 
 
Candace Giles explained the water billing register was carefully reviewed by the 
administration to assure accurate water billing for all residents.  She urged 
homeowners to maintain irrigation systems that seem to be a constant source of 
leaking water. 

 
11. OLD BUSINESS - None 

 
12. NEW BUSINESS – None 

 
13. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Resident Mary Wilson indicated shock at her recent $35,000 water bill.  Dir. Mike Way 
stated he would assist Mary Wilson with review and monitoring of her water system.  
Zebra mussels have made it difficult to pump water directly out of Lake St. Clair for 
irrigation purposes. 
 
While Mary Wilson felt the pickle ball court was a great addition to the park, she stated 
that it is in the wrong location.  It is 70 yards from her property.  The noise level from the 
pickle ball is an extreme nuisance to her occupancy of the adjoining property.  She 
urged the city to take steps to remediate the sound annoyance.  The current 
soundproofing technology is not working.  The sound of the pickle ball court is irritating 
throughout her home.  She asked the City to formulate a plan as to what the city is going 
to do about the problem regarding this constant irritation to her lifestyle and property.  
She emphasized the noise is not a minor problem to her occupancy of her property.  She 
also advised council members to research this nationwide problem on the internet. 
 

14. COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Seago expressed appreciation to Council Members for attending the Grosse Pointe 
Shores Improvement Foundation dinner at the Ford House.  He expressed how the 
allegations of “toxicity” within the ranks of city administration are untrue and unfounded. 
 
Council Member Dakmak remarked on the variety and cross-section of Grosse Pointe 
Shores residents who united to make the Grosse Pointe Shores Improvement 
Foundation dinner a successful event. 
 
Council Member Gehlert expressed appreciation to Mary Wilson for her candor 
regarding the pickle ball court problem.  She also expressed how she has had the 
opportunity to observe city administration, and how well it functions with its day-to-day 
problems.  She suggested the Christmas Council meeting luncheon should not be held 
at lunchtime because of the inability of those who are working to attend. 
 
Council Member Cavataio expressed appreciation to the Grosse Pointe Shores 
Improvement Foundation volunteers who made the Ford House event occur so 
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successfully. 
 
Council Member Schroder expressed how grateful he is to hear from the residents on 
issues before the Council. 
 
Council Member Barrette praised the Grosse Pointe Shores Improvement Foundation 
Ford House event as well. 
 

15. MAYOR’S COMMENTS – Mayor Kedzierski had comments regarding the nature of our 
city as being purely residential and without commercial entities.  However, the result is 
that the residents must foot the bill for all city services.  He expressed how Council and 
administration seek to work with residents in what he described as a “Hamlet”.  The 
Mayor also had remarks about the success of the Chess Tournament held at Osius Park. 

 
16. MOTION TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION UNDER SECTION (h) OF THE OPEN 

MEETINGS ACT 
 

The Mayor called for a roll call vote to enter into closed session to discuss an 
Employee Matter. 
 
The motion was unanimously approved during the roll call vote and at 8:25 pm City 
Council entered closed session. 

 
17. MOTION TO ENTER INTO OPEN SESSION 

 
At 8:52 PM, after a unanimous roll call vote during the closed session, Council returned to 
open session.  No action was taken during closed session. 
 

18. NOTE DATES OF FUTURE CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS (Tues, 11/15/22-7pm & 
Tues,12/13/22-12 noon) 

 
19. NOTE DATES OF FUTURE TOWN HALL MEETINGS - (Sat, 1/14/23) 

 
20.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
On motion by Council Member Schroder, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 
carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 8:53 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bruce R.  Nichols 
City Clerk 
  

 
 
 
 


